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KNEW CHARLES WYNDHAM

MARCJORIE OATESONA t'rt "LITTLE SIMPLICITY
lly I'KHCY 1IUHTOX,

f.Viinnl Manager for Mr. and Mrs.
Coburn.

nrst theatrical engagementMY waa as prlvato secretary and.
assistant manager, twenty

ears ago. with Sir Charles "Wyndham
most fascinating nnd mercurial of
hlsh comedians and ono of tho most
ohanntijg of men.

Few actors can have had a richer
and moro adventurous career than
"Wyndham, and the spirit of perennial
youth distinguished him on and off the
ftage even after he had passed the al-

lotted span of threescore years and
ten. Walking with Korbes-Hobertso- n

on Fifth avenue eight or nine years
:icn, wo met him and stopped to talk,
Wyndham envying tho f.ict that Sir
Johnston iv.ih fifteen or sixteen years

nunger than himself. I also met Sir
'hades In London during the first

and second years of the vvnr. but he
was thm losing his memory, though
almost as llgnt hearted as ever. Wynd-l.a-

like Sir John Hare, was caught
i t Germany at the beginning of the
war. and Sir Charles lost all his bag-
gage In beating a hasty retreat to
Kngland from taking mud baths in

the fatherland." And It Is interesting
to recall that Wyndham long ago
played In tho German language In
Berlin and also in Petrograd.

Tho Kngllsh. like the American pub-li- e.

Is apt to rate tho personality of
the aetor higher than his art, and his
natural charm and Irrespresslble hu-
mor endeared Wyndham to all with
whom he came In contact. Ho was a
very keen nin of business, and lv

told mo that he measured suc-
cess by tho money It brought, and his
standard was always what appealed to
tho box office. Vet Wyndham's Inter-
ests, unlike those of most of his con-
temporaries, extended beyond his own
calling and as an after dinner speaker
and recontnur he could not be excelled
To hear him apparently extemporize
onn would not think that his speeches
and effects had been most carefully
prepared and studied, reudy in re-
partee, versatile and witty though he
assuredly was.

Tho occasion when that lino old
actor, tho lato William Farren, In
playing Squire Ingot to Charles Wynd-
ham's ever green If not Immortal David
Harriet;, by mistake greeted tho lattter
on tho stago with tho remark, "Mr.
Wyndham, sir, you are drunk!" irre-
sistibly recalled a reminiscence of one
of Charles 'Wyndham's first appear-
ances on tho stago in New York, fol-
lowing his experiences as a brigade
nirgeon during tho American civil war.
Wyndham had a long and somewhat
tiresome speech to deliver which dealt
with his undying Jovo for u certain

oung lady. The in question
started "Drunk with enthusiasm.
I " but after tho very first word
his memory forsook him, through
stago fright, and having stammered
out the startling confession that ho
was "drunk," Wyndham said he found
himself at tho mercy of an nudlenco
i nly too ready to And mirth even
where unconsciously Inspired.

In connection with the production ot
' '"yrano de Bergerac," which I always
fiought vno of Wyndham's most artis-
tic performances, well do I remember
'hi troublo and private criticism
which the construction of that historic
nose caused surely almost as much

s that entailed by tho original. When
Mat more or less monumental edifice
r : :
Vaudeville and Burlesque.

Notable new acts are an-

nounced for the coming week at
the Palace. Cecil Lean with
Cleo Mayfield will appear in
what they term "acting songs,"
with words and music by Mr,
Lean. This engaging couple
fresh from their musical comedy
tour have evolved a highly indi-
vidual entertainment.

The Riverside will present
Adelaide and Hughes, George
White and company, Norton and
Lee, Jimmie Hussey and Muriel
Window, as the particular feat-
ures.

Adele Rowland, the popular
musical comedy favorite, will
divide headline honors with
Hyams and Mclntyre at the Co-

lonial. This will be Miss Row-
land's first appearance of the
season.

Pat Rooney and Marlon Bent
will share honors with George
McFarlane at the Alhambra in
one of their past successes,
"Twenty Minutes of Pat and
Manon."

Lois Josephine and Tyler
Brooke will share honors with
Henry "Squidgulum" Lewis at
the Royal this coming week.
They recently returned to vaude-
ville after a successful season
in musical comedy.

The Columbia Theatre will
have the Million Dollar Dolls
for the coming week, beginning
Monday afternoon. This or-

ganization will present a new
two act burlesque called "A
Whirl of Pleasure."
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had been built, pulled down nnd rearedagain on tho foundation of Wyndham'sfascinating face, tho production was
allowed to proceed, but Cyrano's pro-
boscis grew smaller and smaller, along
with tho recelpts-dur- lng tho rathershort run of that play. Wyndham wasIntending to sing on- -or rather off
lago in tho course of this piece, but

wiser counsels prevailed. During apreliminary canter of "Cyrano do lier-gera-

on tour the late King Edward
came to sco Plnero's "Dandy Dick,"
then being played at Wyndham's The-atre, and sending for tho house man-ager, said: "Tell Mr. Wyndham from
me that this Is the worst box I ever
sat in and tell htm to put a bit on

a horse that was running a
few days later. For Wyndham long
enjoyed King Edward's patrons go ami
had tho honor of many royal com-
mand" performances, with other marks
of regal favor.

When "Cyrano do Hergerac" was
put on at Wyndham's Theatro tho slzo

&i ; 1

mm
DPSINEE LABOVSKA
in " EVERYTHING "

of the stage made the elaborate pro-
duction look rather cramped, though
the services of everybody available
were enlisted, and even I was dragged
out of my anonymous obscurity of
private secretary, and as a "hungry
poet" (a part which I had secured on
a recommendation of Plnero ns a
means to augment my slender salary
and satisfy my then stage struck am-
bition.) to parade in the first act as
one of the crowd and In the fourth to
masquerade as a "cadet ot Gascony."
A somewhat bloody battle scene
didn't give me much outlet for any
humor I may have possessed, but I
determined to have my revenge for tho
extra work thrust upon me and ap-
peared In the first act as a nonde-
script character with a long flaxen
wig and as girlish a face as makeup
could glvo me. At the beginning of
the act the crowd gathered around
Cyrano in tho person of Wyndham,
who when discovered had to fay in a
ferocious voice and threatening atti-
tude as he drew his sword from its
scabbard. "Press not ro mercilesly on t

my poor sword or It may vomit steel! "
Seeing me at Its point the night in
question he "audibly smiled" and mut-
tered, "Good God, what's this?" Mean-
time my rolo as a "hungry poet,"
which I was gradually writing and
ibuiidlng up, was severely cut to pieces
after a command performance at
Dublin, owing to the risibility of the
audience (during a lovo ecene between
Cyrano nnd Roxana caused by my
sudden bites at a Tastry tipped lyro
and some "better 'oles" at tho back of
my scanty costume, which one day I
found another actor putting on. In
consequence I decided to follow Colum-
bus to America at the end of tho last
century. When I returned six months
later Sir Charles sent for me and
offered me four times as much money
to return to him In a managerial
capacity, arid cured of acting I re-

turned to hra fold. Better opportuni-
ties of advancement, however, came,
nnd I left him, to return again from
time to time, sometimes ns play
reader, and always a.- general facto-
tum. As I would not releaso Wynd-
ham from an engagement he had made
with me before "letting" his theatres
for tho season while he was holiday
making In Germany lie gve mo more
plays to read In a few months than I
have read before or elnce In my life,
and he Insisted on having a synopsis
of several each morning with his
breakfast. 1 treated them In a serio-
comic way (they were mostly too bad
to do otherwise) and Wyndham got to
enjoy them.

During ono of the Intervals between
my engagements with Sir Charles
Wyndhnm I Joined tho lato Wilson
narrett nnd shortly before his death
ho produced his last play, "Lucky
Durham," In Liverpool. Uarrett sent
mo to London to secure a theatro for
this apparent success, nnd In my
quost I went to Sir Charles Wvnd-ha-

He, to my Hurprlso nnd Bar-
rett's subsequent Indignation, said ho
had read the reports nnd that tho
play boro a marked resemblanco to
In fact was a plagiarism of ono pro-

duced by him a scoro, of years before.
Wyndham gavolmo a manuscript of
the latter to read, nt Barrett's re-

quest, but I personally failed to find
any striking likeness between tho two
plays. Wyndhnm sturk to his guns,
however, and the Incident might have
led to Bomo legnl trouble, but Barrett
died after a severe operation before
the production of his own play In
London. I then Joined Sir Henry
Irving all the year round nt his In-

vitation. On Hlr Henry Irvlng's death,
notwithstanding a flattering offer from
tho late George Alexander, I rejoined
my old chief. Sir Charles Wyndham.
Six months before It hnppcnod I had
prophesied his knighthood In an
nrtlclo for a dally paper on tho sub-
ject of "Should Actors bo Knighted?"
with a second headline reading, "Sir
Charles Wyndhnm n Coronation Prob.
ability!" Tho humor of tho Idea evi-

dently appealed to Wyndham, for on
showing him tho proof ho fnretlously
nalced, "Can't you make It n lord.
Burton?" Ho was only knighted,
however.

After Irvlng's death there was
naturally a good deal of new ipaper
controversy noma inspired, but mostly

Irresponsible as to who was his
' (IrWng's) successor ns tho recognized
loader of tho English stage, and being

I In Wyndham's employ I inevitably
"did my bit' against all comers. Tree
particularly put up n strong claim.
One night when 1 was In Wyndham's
dressing room entertaining him with
tho latest gossip while ho was making
up for tho stage, ho looked down at
somo rather gay looking garters ho
was wearing and said, "Rather
coquettish, eh!" "H'm," ho con-
tinued, "I wonder what Trco would
say as to tho leadership of the
theatrical profession now!" And
there were a lot of llttlo Jokes nnd
Jealousies then.

A well known nctor came Into tho
'larrlck Club one day and said, "Well,
oyn, I see the Strand's up again
'harles Wynham lost a threepenny
'lit!" On another occasion an equally
well known dramatist came to tho club
and finding sWyndham reclining at
easo under tho statue of David Gar-rlc- k,

whom he was Impersonating at
tho time, said, "You look moro like
Oarrlck every day!" "H'm," drawled
Wyndham with his quizzical smile, ob-
viously pleased, "that's very nice of
you!" "Yes," continued the play-
wright, "and you act less like him every
night!" And one matinee, when it was
time for the curtain to go up, I found
Wyndham enjoying a comfortable nap
at tho club. He always took the great-
est caro of himself and was his own
best doctor, going to bed or keeping In
doors at tho slightest sign of indisposi-
tion, and, It is said, almost killing a
valet who pointed out his first rfray
hair, though Wyndham was by no
means a vain or conceited man. Sir
Charles, too, was a born diplomatist,
very popular and always welcome,
in excluslvo society circles and a verlt- -
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ALICE BRADY
tn " FOREVER. AFTER

AT THE HIPPODROME.

This past week Charles Dill-
ingham's pageant of happiness
"Everything" strengthened its
position as the greatest theatri-
cal success of the season when
this stupendous spectacle passed
its 250th presentation at the
Hippodrome.
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and notorial llrauty. Thatis the reason Columbia Uurleiuusattracts unvarying rapacity
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Commencing Tomorrow Aftrrnuou

MILLION DOLLAR DOLLS
A Mk Company of Hln(ttr,
Dancers and HpocUIUta, l'mcntlng a
llraud Now Show in Evrry Detail.
Twlco Dally Moderate Prices. Seat 2
weflks tn advance. Hmnklnjr Permitted.
Week Jan. 27 IIOSEI.ANO (illtl.N with

HOLLY VVAltI.

CENTURY THEATRE FRIDAY
NEXT FTtlDAY AT lino
UltEAT FST JiVE.VT nf Iht YliAH

ANNUAL BENEFIT

ACTORS' FUND
mil of unusual stsr novelties.

1IO.Y OFFICE OPENS TO.M'W.
Special Donations for seats or boxes,
to Daniel Krobman, l,)ceum Theatre.

t3T See details adit.

Monster "Gala" Benefit
New York Fire Department

iuxilip"v Co-p- 8

"ItirrODROME," This Sunday ETenlnr.
Jt.NtJAItV 111, till!)

"21 ALL STAR ACTS"
By C'ourtry of Mew. SIHJIIEItT. K. V
Al.TlEK and ARTnt'It HAM.MEit&TEIN

LOEWS NEW YORK THEATRE ;
font. 1 A. M toll P.M. Hoof tn i A St
r.TIIIII. nAUIlYMOHK. "The Dlvorcm,

Loiw's meilcan Rod V,?hZZ,
IIKCIN'NIMi TO.MOItUOVt .Mon. , .
I hellthtons, Collnls Danrers, .All Seats
7 otln. in The Theatre. Annallteserted
Cast, "The Hidden Truth." 3,1, ,',(

able "Squlro of Dames,' to quoto tho
title of one of tho many English plays
ho produced. And ho had a very facile
pen. It was to Miss Mary Mooro (now.
Lndy Wyndhnm, that Sir Charles 6wcd
a lot of his longevity nnd a great deal
of his fortune, for sho has lieen a con-
stant helpmato nnd a devoted partner
to him as well his artistic associate
and "leading lady" for tunny years.
Previous to their marriage he alwnys
referred to her as "Mrs. A." Albery,
tho well known dramatist, being her
first husband.

COHAN MAKES A PLAY.

Dramatizing n novel he has never
rend is tho latest playwrltlng adven-
ture of Mr. George M. Cohan. Ho
mado his new comedy, "A Prince
Thoro Was." now at tho Georgo M.
Cohan Theatre, from a single detail
of the book "Enchanted Hearts," by
Darragh Aldrlch the detail of an

rich man meeting a poor vvntf
who Interested him in her mntes at
a cheap boarding house, whero he
went to live and found happiness.

The Idea was not precisely new, as
the novelist realized as well as the
dramatist. Both therefore depended
for novelty upon the treatment of the
material. Aldrlch rhoso to handle the
familiar theme delicately, like a fnlry
tale. Ho used modern Now York ns
his setting, but tho highlight of ro-

mance left realism In the shadow. Bo-fo-

the Mory was completed a pal-
ingenesis transformed New York into
n fuiry kingdom.

"Enchanted Hearts" appealed to
Frank Westerton. an actor In 'Three
Faces East," as the baje of a romantic
play that might suit the mood of a
war-wor- n public. This was in the
early autumn. Weterfon first Mib-mltt-

his idea to Itnbert Hlllutrd. sug.
gestlng a dramatization. With Mr
Hllliard collaborating, AVcstcrton be-
gan his adaptation.

The Westertim-Hilllnr- d version nf
"Enchanted Hearts" was fanciful in
the extreme. The modern Prince, hH
Fairy Godmother and the Prince!
lived romantically In their modern
fairyland. ('indorolla-lik- e contrasts
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were sharply drawn Between a poor
boarding houso and rich Tuniblo .Inn
on Hudson. In a Christmas Bce.'ic,
lavishly set at the Prince's country
home, a celebration ended fantastical-
ly with ponies drawing a pumpkin,
from which, for the final curtain, the
Fnlry Godmother emerged to bless
Prince and Princess.

The original "A IVlnco There Waa"
was quaint nnd charming. An early
reviewer defined It "a sweet breath of
yesteryear," but during tho engage-
ment In Philadelphia, when pence was
declared nnd celebrated. It developed
that the nudlenco for "breaths of

was limited. Plnygoers sud-
denly switched their favor from fancy
to fact, from past to present.

It was the week following tho peace
declaration that George M. Cohan snw
the play. His interest in Its success
was threefold as a man of the the-
atre, ns an old friend nnd ndmlrer of
Itobert Hilllnrd nnd as the manager
of Frank Westerton. Therefore when
ho was asked for ndvlco nnd sugges-
tions upon "A Prince There Was"
Cohan readily showed an active In-

terest.
It may hnvo been the peace Jublln- -r.Where the rlav Change.

Florence Nash in "Remnant"
will be the attraction at the
Standard Theatre, after a four
months' successful run at the
Morosco Theatre. Except for
George Gaul, replaced by Walter
Regan, Miss Nash's supporting
cast is unchanged.

"Under Orders" will be the at-

traction at the Shubert-Rivier- a.

The cast will include Effie Shan-
non and James L. Crane. "Un-
der Orders" is a decided dramatic
novelty, and for the past six
months has been drawing large
audiences at the Eltinge Thea-
tre.

"An Ideal Husband," which
comes to Loew's Seventh Ave-
nue Theatre, is one of the great
plays by that great Irish wit,
Oscar Wilde.
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tlon; it may havo been that charac
teristically It waa Impossible for
Georgo M. Cohan to write of tho yes-
teryear In any case, the first ovidenco
of his association with "A Irlnco There
Was" was to set Its tlmo nhend. From
yesteryear the piny Jumped not only
to tho tlmo of writing It was then
toward tho end of 1918 but ahead to
the new year. Tho peaco conference
ponded; Cohanesque quips upon affairs
ot y and vvero In-

serted.
Naturally this chango affected char-

acters as well as Incidents. A floor
walker, for Instance, became In tho
Cohan version a moving picture nctor.
The several young ladles of tho play
were brought strictly up to date. Even
tho older generation lived not upon
memories, but very much In the pres
ent and future. In other words, the
Cohan philosophy nnd personality be-

gan to possess "A Prince There Was."
If. as Gorky bellevos, the test of nn
nrtlst Is to reflect himself In his work,
surely Georgo M. Cohan proved his
nrt in dramatizing "Enchanted Hearts."

Having brought the action up to the
mtnute, Oman's next step waa to sup-
ply humor for sentiment. He left the
romance Intact even to keeping tho
allegory of Prince, Fairy Godmother
and Princess but a gentle satire mado
evon the serious characters funny. Bo-fo- re

"A Prince There Was" left the
hands of Its final ndnptcr there was
not ono "straight" rolo In the play.
That Is, thcro was not ono character
whoso foibles might not challenge nn
audience's sense of humor.

The boarders at Mm. Vrauiy's
Ninety-sevent- h street house were of
course Intended to bo funny. Yet nono
of them was a caricature; their com
edy was never forced; and it had tho
added magic of variety. Mrs. Vrouty
provoked laughs for one reason, the
old lawyer, Crtckrtt, for 'another,
Oladyi rrouty. Miss Vincent nnd
Shorty, the movie actor, for still
others. Carruthcrs, a magazine editor,
and liland, a valet "straight" roles
that ns foils might easily havo become
dull were saved by funny moments.

Even tho fairy kingdom of Princo,
Godmother nnd Princess was illuml- -
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SELWYN THEATRE
W 4? St. Tel Hryant 47
EN b. 8 30 Mat Wed A Sat I 30.

Jane Cowl in

The Crowded Hour
b Edcr Soln
A Chwnnlng I'oIl.vW

MAXINE ELLIOTT'S
Theatre, West 39 St
Eu 8 30 Mat Wed A Sat 2 30.

TEA for 3
By Itot Cooper Meirrue

INTOXICATING
ASA COCKTAIL

CTnDT,1eatre. Fl'war fc 4.1th Stno i un Phone Bryant 2"i7 Eves R 15.
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FAY BAINTER
My Samuel Shlpman and John n Hynier,
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NORA BAYES THEATRES It'WAV
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Eviti, 8 IS, Mats, Wed .V; flat 2 1.1

NORA BAYES
In ner Joyous Musical Play
LADIES FIRST

PKETTY ;lltl..t SN4.PPY HONRS
CATCHY MUSIC llEAPU OF Fl'N
Nora Bayes' Nifty Sunday
CONCERT TO-NIG- AT 8:30
N OR A BAYES .Js,
In tna I- lsher, I arber (Urls. Ilert Han

l and Ills Jarz lland.liictildlnn VI Qulnn, Jack Murray and
Ja Sjiph, jnt Naixaro, Jr., tirareKerkes, Iw Cooper, Arco llros.,Harry Akst, Kddle Montrose, t'nme
and Uet a Salvation Army Ilnughnut,

LOEWS 7TH AVE.
Kith
7th

at
Ave

St.
NlKtita I Mats. Tiienday and Mat. Sat,
25c toll! Thurs., 25c and Aoo 2,Voto7o
bechnmnoTO-MORRO- NIQHT

JOHN n. WILLIAMS Presents
tiicar n line s .'viasterplere

"AN inF.AI. i!HJ!T5iA:NT-
-

s .Msau
HUSBAND" HKII.I.IANTLY

i r.it.
"o onn pah alTord to m It " Tlrnt1

Jan. 'J7 "lluilncis Urforf I'lvaiiire.'

nated by a strong ray of Cohan humor.
Tho eight-year-ol- d godmother was
gullible; tho Princess would talk of
her "soul," It Is probablo that Cohan
struggled against tho leso majesto of
making his Princo a comedian. After
nil, his mission with "A Princo There
Was" to provide Hobcrt Hllliard
with a successful vehlclo failed once
the star was given an undignified
role. Ho Cohan labored to keep his
star's part serious. Occasionally un
Irrepressible bubble of wit burst forth
from the lines as read by Hllliard, but
his portrayal of tho part was consist-
ently polished nnd grave.

America Is a pretty good country',
but in at least ono respect It Is way
behind Australia, according to Bert
Levy, who comes from tho latter place
nnd Is nt present doing
sketches of celebrities In Charlos Dil-

lingham's "Everything" nt tho Hippo-
drome.

Bo It known thnt before ho took up
cartooning newspaper nnd theatrical
sketching, Mr. levy had a thorough
training In tho art of sceno painting,
working for seven years wjth leading
Australian artists. And It Is In Its
attitude toward the scenic art of Its
theatres that Levy claims Australia
could have taught Broadway a much
needed lesson years ago.

"Hero In America the scenic nrtlst
Is only Just being admitted ns a mem-
ber of tho theatrical family In good
standing," declnrcs Levy. "Such men
as Urban and n few of his confreres
are receiving a recognition long over-
due, and are now called In consulta-
tion on equal terms with producer
or playwright.

"But this condition has long pre
vailed In Australia, where each thentro
of any Importance has on Its staff the
best scenic artists procurable, who re- - ,

celve a salary but work for real love
of beauty In the theatre. Such men
ns the Englishman, Georgo Gordon,
with whom I studied for five years;
Phil Goatcher, tho noted American
scenic artist, and William Spong,
father of Hilda Spong, were all en-
gaged by big producers nt a yearly
retainer to design the settings for
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their productions. Tho intenso rivalry
which sprang up between such houses
tut tho Theatro Hoynl and the Princess
Theatro In Melbnurno did much to
stimulate Interest In soono painting
and lncreaso tho prestige of the

AND SH

Nights!

PLAYS THAT LAST.

Astor. "East Is West"; o,

"Tiger! Tiger!"; Belmont,
"The Little Brother"; Bijou,
"Sleeping Partners"; Booth, "The
Woman in Room 13"; Broad-hurs- t,

"The Melting of Molly";
Casino, "Some Time"; Central,
"Somebody's Sweetheart"; Co-
han, "A Prince There Was";
Cohan & Harris, "Three Faces
East"; Comedy, "The Climax";
Cort, "The Better "Ole"; Crite-rio- n,

"Three Wise Fools"; e,

"Up in Mabel's Room";
Empire, "Dear Brutus"; Forty-eight- h

Street, "The Big Chance";
Forty-fourt- h Street, "Little
Simplicity"; Fulton, "The
Riddle: Woman"; Gaiety,
"Lightnin"'; Globe, "The Ca-
nary"; Harris. "The Invisible
Foe"; Henry Miller's, "Tillie";
Hudson, "Friendly Enemies";
Knickerbocker, "Listen Lester";
Little Theatre, "A Little Jour-
ney"; Longacre, "Nothing But
Lies"; Lyceum, "Daddies";
Lyric, "The Unknown Purple";
Maxine Elliott's, "Tea for
Three"; Morosco, "Cappy
Ricks"; New Amsterdam, "The
Girl Behind the Gun"; New
Amsterdam Roof, "Combination
Frolic"; Nora Bayes, "Ladies
First"; Playhouse, "Forever
After"; Plymouth, "Redemp-
tion"; Princess, "Oh, My Dear";
Punch and Judy, Portmanteau
Plays; Republic, "Roads of
Destiny"; Selwyn, "The Crowded
Hour"; Shubert, "The Be-
trothal": Thirty-nint- h Street,
"Keep It to Yourself": Vander-bil- t,

"The Gentile Wife"; Win-
ter Garden, "Sinbad."
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